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My academic background
• 2014-2018: Integrated master’s 

(MPhys) in physics, University of 
Surrey

• 2017: R&D Intern, Centre 
for Integrated Photonics

• Research focus: quantum technology and 
semiconductor spintronics

• 2018-present: PhD student 
in experimental condensed 
matter physics, University of 
Surrey



My autism diagnosis story
• Diagnosed Dec 2017
• During internship
• Allowed me to access 

Disabled Students Allowance
• Empowering!

Mum and Bella 
came along!



My autistic strengths

Passionate 
interests

Intense 
focus

Attention 
to detail

Integrity & 
honesty

Loyalty

Kind and 
accepting

Unique 
thought 
process

Creativity

Curiosity & 
Expertise

Critical 
thinking

Methodical 
approach

Tenacity & 
Resilience



Support and reasonable 
adjustments

Disabled Student’s Allowance

Study Skills Mentor

Specialist Mentor

Reasonable Adjustments

Disability community (online)

Exams (undergrad)

Sensory room

Communication

Disability Advisor



What can you do?
• Learn about neurodiversity and disability
• Listen to neurodivergent and disabled voices
• Consider individual needs
• Make accessibility your default (e.g. providing lesson 

materials in advance, captioning videos etc.)
• Spread the word!



Get in contact
• Website: https://www.daisyshearer.com/

• Blog: https://notesfromthephysicslab.com/

• Email: daisykshearer@gmail.com

• Instagram: @notesfromthephysicslab

• Twitter: @QuantumDaisy

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/daisy-shearer/
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